
 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

Two friends were walking through the 
desert. At one stage in their journey, they 
had an argument and one friend slapped 
the other one in the face. 
The one who got slapped was hurt, but 
without saying anything he wrote in the 
sand, “Today my best friend slapped me 
in the face.” 
They kept on walking until they found an 
oasis, where they decided to have a wash. 
The one who had been slapped got stuck 
in a mire and started drowning, but his 
friend saved him. After he had recovered 
from his shock, he wrote on a stone, 
“Today my best friend saved my life.” 
The friend who slapped and saved his 
best friend asked him, “After I hurt you, 
you wrote in the sand and now, 
you write in stone, why?” 
The other friend replied, “When someone 
hurts us we should write it down in sand 
where winds of forgiveness can erase it 
away. But, when someone does 
something good for us, we must engrave 
it in stone where no wind can ever erase 
it.” 
Moral of the story: Don’t value the things 
you have in your life. Value those who 
you have in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORGIVE ME LORD 

(Dorothy Womack) 

Forgive me, Lord, when I overlook — 
The beauty of a sunset 
The beauty in a human soul 
The beauty all around me. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I don’t 
appreciate — 
The goodness which You show me 
The goodness found in others 
The goodness of Your world itself. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I ignore — 
The signals that You send me 
The signs and wonders that You show me 
The life in Christ I have. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I depend — 
Upon myself instead of You 
Upon others instead of Christ 
Upon opinions instead of Spirit. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I hide in fear — 
From those You choose to love me 
From those You send to help me 
From those who come in Your Name. 
 

Let me recognize in everything — 
Your Hand at work through human hands 
Your Love at work through human hearts 
Your Will at work through human deeds. 
 

Lord, as I go forward in the life You have 
for me 
Let me always remember that 
FORGIVENESS is the key 
To unlock all the prison doors, and set the 
captives free 
And help me to do likewise – As You 
have forgiven me. 
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coming week 

 

Monday, 30th November 
9:00am Live streamed 

Advent Reflection 
St. Mary’s 

10.00am Funeral Mass for 
Isabel Dalton 

(Live Streamed) 
 

Tuesday, 1st December 
9:00am Live streamed 

Advent Reflection 
St. John Ogilvie’s 

10.00am Mass 
(Live streamed) 

 

Wednesday, 2nd 
December 

9:00am Live streamed 
Advent Reflection 

No services 
 

Thursday, 3rd December 
9:00am Live streamed 

Advent Reflection 
St. Mary’s 

10.00am Mass 
(Live Streamed) 

 

Friday, 4th December 
9:00am Live streamed 

Advent Reflection 
St. Mary’s 

10.30am Funeral Mass for 
Ethel Campbell 
(Live streamed) 

 

Saturday, 5th December 
St. John Ogilvie 

4.00pm Vigil Mass 
 

St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Vigil Mass 

(Live stream) 
 

Sunday, 6th December 
St. John Ogilvie 

9.30am Mass 
(Live stream) 

 

St. Mary’s 
11.00am Mass 

 

Confessions 
By appointment. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
THE ADVENT ROSE 
John Blanchard stood up from the bench, 
straightened his Army uniform, and studied the 
crowd of people making their way through 
Central Station. He looked for the girl whose heart 
he knew, but whose face he didn't, the girl with 
the rose. His interest in her had begun thirteen 
months before in a London library. Taking a book 
off the shelf he found himself intrigued, not with 
the words of the book, but with the notes 
pencilled in the margin. The soft handwriting 
reflected a thoughtful soul and insightful mind. In 
the front of the book, he discovered the previous 
owner's name, Miss Hollis Maynell. With time 
and effort he located her address. She lived in 
New York City. He wrote her a letter introducing 
himself and inviting her to correspond. The next 
day he was shipped overseas for service in World 
War II. During the next year and one month the 
two grew to know each other through the mail. 
Each letter was a seed falling on a fertile heart. A 
romance was budding. Blanchard requested a 
photograph, but she refused. She felt that if he 
really cared, it wouldn't matter what she looked 
like. When the day finally came for him to return 
to Europe, they scheduled their first meeting - 
7.00pm at the Central Station. "You'll recognise 
me," she wrote, "by the red rose I'll be wearing on 
my lapel." So at 7:00 he was in the station looking 
for a girl whose heart he loved, but whose face 
he'd never seen. I'll let Mr. Blanchard tell you 
what happened: A young woman was coming 
toward me, her figure long and slim. Her blonde 
hair lay back in curls from her delicate ears; her 
eyes were blue as flowers. Her lips and chin had a 
gentle firmness, and in her pale green suit she was 
like springtime come alive. I started toward her, 
entirely forgetting to notice that she was not 
wearing a rose. As I moved, a small, provocative 
smile curved her lips. "Going my way, sailor?" 
she murmured. Almost uncontrollably I made one 
step closer to her, and then I saw Hollis Maynell. 
She was standing almost directly behind the girl. 
A woman well past 40, she had greying hair 
tucked under a worn hat. She was more than 
plump, her thick-ankled feet thrust into low-

heeled shoes. The girl in the green suit was 
walking quickly away. I felt as though I was split 
in two, so keen was my desire to follow her, and 
yet so deep was my longing for the woman whose 
spirit had truly companioned me and upheld my 
own. And there she stood. Her pale, plump face 
was gentle and sensible, her grey eyes had a warm 
and kindly twinkle. I did not hesitate. My fingers 
gripped the small worn blue leather copy of the 
book that was to identify me to her. This would 
not be love, but it would be something precious, 
something perhaps even better than love, a 
friendship for which I had been and must ever be 
grateful. I squared my shoulders and saluted and 
held out the book to the woman, even though 
while I spoke I felt choked by the bitterness of my 
disappointment. "I'm Lieutenant John Blanchard, 
and you must be Miss Maynell. I am so glad you 
could meet me; may I take you to dinner?" The 
woman's face broadened into a tolerant smile. "I 
don't know what this is about, son," she answered, 
"but the young lady in the green suit who just 
went by, she begged me to wear this rose on my 
coat. 
And she said if you were to ask me out to dinner, I 
should go and tell you that she is waiting for you 
in the big restaurant across the street. She said it 
was some kind of test!" It's not difficult to 
understand and admire Miss Maynell's wisdom. 
The true nature of a sincere heart is seen in its 
response to the unattractive. 
 
"Tell me whom you love," Houssaye wrote, "And I 
will tell you who you are..." 
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INTENTIONS 

Please keep the following in your prayers during the week: 

Recently Deceased: Margaret Cunningham (St. Kilda Bank) 

For the sick: Please continue to pray for the sick of our parish and for Ryan Doherty (8 years old) and Tom 
McDermott (Ryan’s grandfather) 
The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation (See below) prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper form in the bulletin 
unless we have a specific request to do so in writing by the person. 

Anniversaries: Donnie McDonald (3rd anniversary on 28th Nov) 

Other Intentions:  

Collection for last week 

Envelopes: £261.50 Loose coins £148.00 Standing orders (per month) £839.00 

CHANA collection - £35.00 and Catholic Education collection - £30.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

200 Club winners for 22 November 2020 

1st Lucas Addis (94) 2nd Rose McKay (176) 3rd Mary McDonald (34) 

 

Draws made by Susan McCullagh 

Congratulations to all our winners!  We’ll make arrangements to get your winnings to you! 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 
(Taken from Sunday Connection) 

Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks the start of 
a new liturgical year for the Church. The readings for Sunday 
Mass are arranged on a three-year cycle. Each year features a 
different Gospel - Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings from the 
Gospel of John are interspersed throughout all three years. 
With this year’s first Sunday of Advent, we begin Cycle B of 
the Lectionary, which focuses our attention on the Gospel of 
Mark. This week and next week, our readings from Mark’s 
Gospel present two important Advent themes: the Lord’s return 
at the end of time and John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus. 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s Gospel, the 
chapter that immediately precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ 
Passion. Having been questioned repeatedly by the scribes and 
the Pharisees, Jesus is now questioned by his disciples - Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew - who want details about his 
prediction of the destruction of the Temple. Jesus answers with 
many warnings about the difficulties that the disciples will 
face. 
Today’s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus’ warnings to 
his disciples. Jesus emphasises the need for watchfulness. The 
Son of Man will come without warning; only the Father knows 
the exact hour. The disciples must not be caught unprepared 
when this time comes. 
Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was written around the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. 
Mark’s audience consisted of Christians who were living in 
difficult social and political times, times of conflict. They were 
likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. In 
this difficult time, it helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of 
such difficulties. Early Christian communities took courage 
from Jesus’ warning to remain alert and watchful, and they 
found in his words a way to persevere through suffering. 
Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our 
preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth at 
Christmas. Advent is also about preparing ourselves for 
Christ’s return in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples 
and the faithful in Mark’s community, we must also stay alert 
and watchful. Our faithfulness to God, through the good times 
as well as the difficult times, shows us to be ready for the 
coming of the Son of Man.  

THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in becoming a Catholic or know someone 
who is interested please contact Fr. Boyd. 
 

MARRIAGE MATTERS 
Here is a thought based on today’s Sunday Readings for all 
our couples in the Parish 
Thanking God for each other 
“Stay awake for you never know when the time will come…!” 
Today’s Gospel reminds us to remember that our lives together 
will not go on for ever. It is therefore so important to thank 
God every day for the wonderful gift that we are to each other, 
indeed one of the greatest gifts that the Father has given us. 
 

CHANA@Christmas 
CHANA (Churches Homelessness Action North Ayrshire) has 
teamed up with the Ayrshire based charity Night Before 
Christmas. CHANA is asking people to support Night Before 
Christmas by donating to the Just Giving Page - https://
www.justgiving.com/nb4cc or people could put cash in an 
envelope marked CHANA and put it in the church collection. It 
would be goo to have all donations by 7th December. Night 
Before Christmas will provide Christmas boxes for 46 children 
under 12, 10 teenagers and 60 adults who are in Supported 
Accommodation or the Hostel in North Ayrshire. CHANA has 
donated £400. Many thanks to those who have donated to 
CHANA and to the Just Giving Page. 
 

200 CLUB - NEW BOXES 
New boxes of envelopes for the 200 club will be ready next 
weekend. We need help to distribute them. Can you arrange to 
collect your own box from the narthex and if someone lives 
near you perhaps you could collect and deliver theirs too. With 
restricted numbers attending Mass it makes the issue of new 
sets of envelopes a little more difficult. Thank you for your 
help. Any boxes left will be posted. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE 
We are planning to have a non-sacramental on-line penitential 
service at 7.00pm on Thursday 17th December. 
 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
Fr. Boyd has asked some parishioners of St. Mary’s and St. 
John Ogilvie’s to reflect on a topic given to them. These 
reflections will be live streamed each weekday morning. 

Please deliver a copy of this newsletter to our sick and housebound parishioners 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent
https://www.justgiving.com/nb4cc
https://www.justgiving.com/nb4cc


 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come 
at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 
Just a gentle reminder that next Sunday, 6th December is the 
last day for bringing your gift for the toy appeal. Thank you to 
everyone who has donated so far. This will be a big help to 
many families this Christmas  
 

WEEKLY WORDS FROM POPE FRANCIS 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
In our continuing catechesis on prayer, we now reflect on how 
constant prayer was the driving force of the missionary activity 
of the first Christians. Saint Luke tells us that they “devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). Today too the 
Church’s life is centred on prayer, which unites us to Christ, 
and inspires our witness to the Gospel and our charitable 
service to those in need. In prayer, we experience the life of the 
risen Jesus who, in the power of the Spirit, continues to be 
present to our world, especially in the Church’s teaching and 
sacraments, and our efforts to advance his kingdom of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. The Catechism teaches that 
the Holy Spirit “keeps the memory of Christ alive in his 
Church” (n. 2625), and grants courage and conviction to all 
those missionaries, who, in our day too, face arduous journeys, 
dangers and persecution for the sake of the Gospel. Like the 
early Christians, may we learn, through the cultivation of 
personal and communal prayer, to be ever more closely united 
to the Triune God of love, and to bring that same love to the 
world around us.  
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Following meetings of both Parish Councils, it was agreed that 
there would be 6 Masses provided over Christmas. Times are 
as follows; 

We anticipate more than normal numbers wanting to attend 
Mass at this time so we have decided to operate a ballot 
system. We ask that you visit the website 
(https://stjohnogilvie.church), go to ‘seat bookings’ and select 
‘seat ballot for Christmas Mass’. From there you can choose 
your first choice and your second choice. Every effort will be 
made to give you your first choice but if that Mass is over-
subscribed then we may need to offer some of you your second 
choice. For those who cannot access the website you can text 
your choices to 07588 002723. Only text messages will be 
answered on this phone. Text your name, number of seats (1 or 
2) and your first choice and second choice. All requests must 

be received by midnight on 13th December after which the 
system will be closed down. Confirmation of attendance will 
be sent to you either by email or by text message. 
 

THE JESSE TREE 
The Jesse Tree helps us connect the custom of decorating 
Christmas trees to the events leading up to the birth of Jesus. 
The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 11:1 
“A shoot shall come out of the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.” 
Jesse was the father of King David, Israel’s greatest king, and 
Jesus is descended from the line of David. He is the branch 
God promised would grow from Jesse’s family tree. 
Each symbol or ornament that we put on the Jesse Tree tells a 
story from this family tree and represents people, prophecies 
and events leading up to the birth of Jesus. 
The symbols on the Jesse Tree tell the story of God in the Old 
Testament, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness 
of God across four thousand years of history. 

 
Stump with branch.   Isaiah 11:1 - 2  Jesse tree origin 
 
Earth.   Genesis 1  Creation of the earth 
 

Apple & snake.   Genesis 2:4 - 3:24  Adam & Eve in the 
Garden of Eden 
 

Ark & rainbow.   Genesis 6:9 - 9:17  Noah & the flood 
 

Tent & camel.   Genesis 12:1 - 7  Abraham Promised 
land 
 

Starry sky.   Genesis 15:1 - 6  God’s promise to 
Abraham 

These symbols are normally placed on the Jesse Tree during 
the first week of Advent. 
 

AND FINALLY ……. JUST FOR A LAUGH 
There was a man who worked for the Post Office whose job 
was to process all the mail that had illegible addresses. One 
day, a letter came addressed in a shaky handwriting to God 
with no actual address. He thought he should open it to see 
what it was about. The letter read: 
Dear God, 
I am an 83 year old widow, living on a very small pension. 
Yesterday someone stole my purse. It had £100 in it, which was 
all the money I had until my next pension payment. Next 
Sunday is Christmas, and I had invited two of my friends over 
for dinner. Without that money, I have nothing to buy food 
with, have no family to turn to, and you are my only hope. Can 
you please help me? 
Sincerely,  Edna  
The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter to all the 
other workers. Each one dug into his or her wallet and came up 
with a few pounds. By the time he made the rounds, he had 
collected £96, which they put into an envelope and sent to the 
woman. The rest of the day, all the workers felt a warm glow 
thinking of Edna and the dinner she would be able to share 
with her friends. Christmas came and went. A few days later, 
another letter came from the same old lady to God. All the 
workers gathered around while the letter was opened. It read:  
Dear God, 
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me? 
Because of your gift of love, I was able to fix a glorious dinner 
for my friends. We had a very nice day and I told my friends of 
your wonderful gift. 
By the way, there was £4 missing. I think it might have 
been those rascals at the post office. 
Sincerely,  Edna 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their personal information. 
Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the 
administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with 
third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-
gdpr 

Christmas Eve 4:00pm St. John Ogilvie’s 

Christmas Eve 6:00pm St. Mary’s 

Christmas Eve 8:00pm St. John Ogilvie’s 

Christmas Day 9:00am St. Mary’s 

Christmas Day 10:30am St. John Ogilvie’s 

Christmas Day 12:00 noon St. Mary’s 



 

 

These advertisers support the production of this newsletter 

Please give them your full support 

 

GERRY McKENNA 

Plumbing & Heating 

  

24 hour service 

  

Gas Safe approved Installer 

(32016) 

Bathroom Specialist 

  

Central Heating Installers 

Free estimates 

  

Telephone: 07580 786035 

   

 

 

R. B. STEELE 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

 

5 Ballot Road, Irvine 

Rest rooms & 
Funeral Parlours 

 
DAY & NIGHT SERVICE 

Telephone: 273236 

  

BONNYTON 

FISH & CHIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

Fast, friendly service 
 

 

5 Bonnyton Place, 

Kilmarnock 

Tel: 01563 550497 

 
 

KEVIN T. BLADES 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

 

114 Montgomery St. 
Irvine 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

01294 313402 
 

Funerals from £1560 
 

Modern  
Mercedes Benz fleet 

MacDougall 
Memorials 

  

Family run business 

50 headstones on show 

Headstones to your 
requirements 

Inscriptions added 

Loose headstones 
repaired 

Paperwork and permits 
arranged 

 

29 Queens Drive Kilmarnock KA1 3XF 

Tel. 01563 523142  
 mail macdougallmemorials@yahoo.co.uk 

web www.macdougallmemorials.co.uk 

SAFEGUARDING 
All components of the Catholic 
Church in Scotland, especially 
those in positions of leadership 
and responsibility, value the lives, 
wholeness, safety and well-being 
of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. We 
seek to uphold the highest 
safeguarding standards in our 
relationships with people of all 
ages who are involved in whatever 
capacity with the Church and its 
organisations. And therefore, as a 
Church community, we accept that 
it is the responsibility of all of us - 
ordained, professed, employed and 
voluntary members - to work 
together to protect children and 
vulnerable adults from abuse or 
harm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday evening in 
the Church Hall 

Eyes down 7.30 

Give this worthwhile social 
event your support please! 

 

Baptism: 
 

Infant Baptisms are generally celebrated during Sunday Mass. Parents and Godparents are 
asked to participate in a pre-baptismal meeting. Infants should be baptised within the first 

few weeks after birth. Please contact Father Boyd.  
 

Weddings: 
 

Congratulations on your engagement! A minimum of six months advanced planning and 
preparation is required. Please contact Father Willie Boyd for more information.  

 

Holy Communion to the Sick or Housebound: 
 

Please inform us if someone is needing Holy Communion at home, or wishes to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick. Thank you! 

Hall Bookings 
 

Would you like to 
book the hall for that 
special function? 
 
Contact 07534 626621 

Crosshouse Deacan 

Rev Bill Corbett 

01292 521208 

 

In the hall every 
Thursday evening. 

Good fun and a great 
way to keep fit. 

Why not give it a try! 

Starts at 6:30pm 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, 
through my fault,  
through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, consubstantial 
with the Father; through him all things 
were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. I confess one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  


