
 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

Two friends were walking through the 
desert. At one stage in their journey, they 
had an argument and one friend slapped 
the other one in the face. 
The one who got slapped was hurt, but 
without saying anything he wrote in the 
sand, “Today my best friend slapped me 
in the face.” 
They kept on walking until they found an 
oasis, where they decided to have a wash. 
The one who had been slapped got stuck 
in a mire and started drowning, but his 
friend saved him. After he had recovered 
from his shock, he wrote on a stone, 
“Today my best friend saved my life.” 
The friend who slapped and saved his 
best friend asked him, “After I hurt you, 
you wrote in the sand and now, 
you write in stone, why?” 
The other friend replied, “When someone 
hurts us we should write it down in sand 
where winds of forgiveness can erase it 
away. But, when someone does 
something good for us, we must engrave 
it in stone where no wind can ever erase 
it.” 
Moral of the story: Don’t value the things 
you have in your life. Value those who 
you have in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORGIVE ME LORD 

(Dorothy Womack) 

Forgive me, Lord, when I overlook — 
The beauty of a sunset 
The beauty in a human soul 
The beauty all around me. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I don’t 
appreciate — 
The goodness which You show me 
The goodness found in others 
The goodness of Your world itself. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I ignore — 
The signals that You send me 
The signs and wonders that You show me 
The life in Christ I have. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I depend — 
Upon myself instead of You 
Upon others instead of Christ 
Upon opinions instead of Spirit. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, when I hide in fear — 
From those You choose to love me 
From those You send to help me 
From those who come in Your Name. 
 

Let me recognize in everything — 
Your Hand at work through human hands 
Your Love at work through human hearts 
Your Will at work through human deeds. 
 

Lord, as I go forward in the life You have 
for me 
Let me always remember that 
FORGIVENESS is the key 
To unlock all the prison doors, and set the 
captives free 
And help me to do likewise – As You 
have forgiven me. 
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Parish Liturgy for the 
coming week: 

 

 

Monday 15th August 

St Mary’s 

10.00am Mass 

 

Tuesday 16th August 

St. John Ogilvie’s 

10.00am Mass 

 

Wednesday 17th 
August 

No services 

 

Thursday 18th August 

St. Mary’s 

10.00am Mass 

 

Friday 19th August 

St. John Ogilvie’s 

Funeral Mass for Philip 
Reynolds 10.00am 

 

Saturday 20th August 

St. Mary’s 

6.00pm Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday 21st August 

St. John Ogilvie’s 

9.30am Mass 

 

St. Mary’s 

11.00am Mass 

 

 

Confessions 

By appointment. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
There once was a king who decided to do 
a little experiment. He had a giant 
boulder put right in the middle of the 
street. He then hid near the boulder to see 
who, if anyone, would try to move it out 
of the way. 
First, some wealthy merchants walked by. 
They walked around the boulder, 
complaining that the king hasn’t been 
maintaining the roads very well. 
Next, a peasant walked by, heading home 
with his arms full of food for his family. 
When he noticed the boulder, he put his 
groceries down and attempted to move it 
out of everyone’s way. It took him a 
while to move it,  
 
 
 
 
THINKING OF BECOMING A 
CATHOLIC? 
A course of instruction is planned to begin in 
September. If you are interested, please 
contact Father Boyd. 
THE FARM BASKET IN  
TOWERLANDS COMMUNITY  
CENTRE 
This is a food larder for people in the KA11 
postcode who are on benefits or low income 
and struggling to make ends meet. For a 
small membership fee you can access a 
variety of produce including fresh fruit, 
vegetables, meat and tinned goods. For more 
information on opening times and arranging 
an appointment, call 07759 313444. The 
Farm Basket team is also appealing for 
volunteers to support this project. For more 
details , contact them by phone or email at  
towerlandsass@yahoo.com. 

HOSPITAL VISITING 

The chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr 
Hospitals will be pleased to visit patients 
on request. Chaplains are not 
automatically notified when a Catholic 
patient is admitted so self-referral is 
required.  
For general visiting contact: 
At Crosshouse,  Fr Stephen McGrattan at 
crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org
.uk   
or on 01563 521832. 
At Ayr, Deacon Robert Mackie at 
ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk  
or on 07703 751403.  
For the urgent or emergency assistance of 
a chaplain please ask the hospital staff to 
page the priest on call. 
CHANA 
During the pandemic when we were not 
able to collect toiletries, we were able to 
give vouchers to the support workers for 
those who were homeless. We spent 
£1,150 on vouchers. We are now able to 
collect toiletries and are appealing for the 
following. Shampoo, Conditioner, 
Shower Gel, Soap, Roll on Deodorants 
for both Males and Females. There will 
be a box at the back of the church from 
next weekend where people can deposit 
their donations. Thank you so much for 
your continued generosity.  
 
ANNE JOHNSTONE 
Anne’s funeral Mass will be celebrated 
on Monday 22nd August at St. John 
Ogilvie’s and onwards to Holmsford 
Bridge Crematorium.  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
A king decided to do a little experiment. He 
had a giant boulder placed in the middle of 
the street. He then hid near it to see who, if 
anyone, would try to move it out of the way. 
First, some wealthy merchants walked by. 
They walked around the boulder, 
complaining that the king did not  maintain 
the roads very well. 
Next, a peasant walked by, heading home 
with his arms full of food for his family. 
When he noticed the boulder, he put his 
groceries down and attempted to move it out 
of everyone’s way. It took him a while to 
move it, but he eventually succeeded. 
After the peasant gathered up his groceries to 
carry on home, he noticed a bag lying in the 
middle of the road, just where the boulder 
had been. 
He opened the bag to find it full of gold 
coins, along with a letter from the king 
saying that it was a reward because he had 
made the effort to move the boulder out of 
the road for the convenience of others. 
Every obstacle we face offers an opportunity 
to improve. If we are able to push through 
moments that are challenging, we may end up 
being much better off than we were before 
we started trying. 
If you see a job ahead of you, don’t leave it 
for the next person to do. Instead, step up and 
get the job done to help the people who come 
after you. 
WELCOME 
We extend a very warm welcome to the 
newly ordained Fr. Kevin Rennie, who will 
lead the celebration of Eucharist in both 
parishes this weekend. 
THINKING OF BECOMING A 
CATHOLIC? 
A course of instruction is planned to begin in 
September. If you are interested, please 
contact Father Boyd. 

THE FARM BASKET IN  
TOWERLANDS COMMUNITY  
CENTRE 
This is a food larder for people in the KA11 
postcode who are on benefits or low income 
and struggling to make ends meet. For a 
small membership fee you can access a 
variety of produce including fresh fruit, 
vegetables, meat and tinned goods. For more 
information on opening times and arranging 
an appointment, call 07759 313444. The 
Farm Basket team is also appealing for 
volunteers to support this project. For more 
details , contact them by phone or email at  
towerlandsass@yahoo.com. 
CHANA 
During the pandemic when we were not able 
to collect toiletries, we were able to give 
vouchers to the support workers for those 
who were homeless. We spent £1,150 on 
vouchers. We are now able to collect 
toiletries and are appealing for the following. 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Shower Gel, Soap, 
Roll on Deodorants for both Males and 
Females. There will be a box at the back of 
the church from next weekend where people 
can deposit their donations. Thank you so 
much for your continued generosity.  
CARE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 
GROUP -  C4URCG 
The launch event for this group will take 
place on Thursday 1st September at 7pm in 
St. Mary’s. Dr Phillipa Whitford MP and 
other local political leaders will be in 
attendance. Please come along and engage in 
the conversation concerning the causes and 
challenges surrounding poverty here in 
Irvine. Secure your place via RC IRVINE  
eventbrite page. 

https://inspire21.com/tag/friends/
https://inspire21.com/tag/life/
https://inspire21.com/tag/write/
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https://inspire21.com/tag/life/
https://inspire21.com/tag/love/
https://inspire21.com/tag/key/
https://inspire21.com/tag/prison/
mailto:crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
https://www.developgoodhabits.com/overcoming-obstacles/


 

 

INTENTIONS 

Please keep the following in your prayers during the week: 

Recently Deceased: Anne Johnstone 

Anniversaries: Father Con Botter, John Patrick Drummond, Jim McEwan 

Other Intentions:  

Collection 

Envelopes: £72.10 Loose coins: £37.00 Contactless: £10.00 Standing orders (per month) £1658.75 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

200 Club winners 

1st  2nd  3rd  

 

Draw made by  

Congratulations to all our winners!  We’ll make arrangements to get your winnings to you! 

MARRIAGE MATTERS 
Our Sacrament: a sign of grace 
When we married we entered into a Covenant of 
unconditional love, summed up in the vows we made to 
each other. By imitating Jesus’ unconditional love for his 
bride, the Church, we became a Sacrament – a sacred 
sign of God’s love for all to see. Living out our ‘life-style 
choice’ is made possible only by ‘the graces of the 
Sacrament’. 
SCIAF 
Hunger threatens Darister and Mary’s lives every day. 
They urgently need our help.  
Darister, Mary and their family live a life of extreme 
poverty. They are severely malnourished and on the 
brink of starvation. They are trapped in an unrelenting 
cycle of poverty – their small plot of land does not 
provide enough food so they collect sand from the nearby 
river to sell. Parasites from the river have caused Darister 
to go blind and the work is hard and unrelenting. Still, 
Darister works to provide for his family even though the 
income is not enough.  Please donate now: 
https://www.sciaf.org.uk/get-involved/appeals/ 
765-2022-hunger-appeal/donate 
As well as paying on the website, you can also pay at the 
machine in the narthex or text SCIAF on 70460. You can 
also find SCIAF on Facebook. 
If anyone would like to join the parish SCIAF group, 
please contact Ann Adamson-Eadie on 01294 650813 
DIOCESAN PILGIMAGE TO WHITHORN 
This will take place on Sunday 28th August with Mass at 
the Cave at 4pm and in the church at 4.30pm for those 
who cannot make the Cave. 
MARYMASS FESTIVAL 
The annual Marymass Service will take place in St. 
Mary’s next Sunday at 6pm. Please come along and 
welcome the Queen and her attendants and the main 
party, as well as the people of the town to St. Mary’s. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY WORDS FROM POPE FRANCIS 
Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on 
old age, we now consider Jesus’ words of farewell to his 
disciples, as recorded in Saint John’s account of the Last 
Supper (Jn 14:1-3). On the eve of his death, our Lord 
encourages the disciples to persevere in faith and assures 
them that he is going to prepare a place for them in the 
house of the Father. Like the first disciples, Christ’s 
followers in every age live in joyful expectation of the 
fulfilment of that promise. Old age can be an especially 
fruitful time for bearing witness to the message of hope 
proclaimed by the Gospel. By their serene faith and trust 
in Christ’s promises, the elderly can show us that our 
time on earth is meant to be lived as a preparation for 
something immensely greater: the joy of eternal life in 
the company of our Lord and all the saints in the 
heavenly Jerusalem. The passing of the years can thus 
become a blessing, not a threat, and a testimony to the 
good news that life, at every stage, points beyond itself to 
a fullness that is God’s gracious gift to his beloved 
children.  
ANNE JOHNSTONE 
Anne’s funeral Mass will be celebrated in St. John 
Ogilvie’s at 10.00am on Monday 22nd August and 
onwards to Holmsford Bridge Crematorium. 

Please deliver a copy of this newsletter to our sick and housebound parishioners 



 

 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 
Taken from Sunday Connection 
Today's feast celebrates Mary's Assumption into 
heaven. It is one of three feasts of Mary that are 
Holy Days of Obligation for Catholics. January 1 is 
the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, and December 
8 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. 
The assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into 
heaven has long been held as an important Catholic 
belief. The belief was not defined as dogma, 
however, until 1950 by Pope Pius XII. The dogma 
teaches that Mary, who was without sin, was taken, 
body and soul, into the glory of heaven. 
The Gospel for this holy day recalls Mary's actions 
after the announcement of Jesus' birth by the Angel 
Gabriel. Mary goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth who 
is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full 
recognition of the roles they and their unborn 
children will play in God's plan for salvation. Mary 
responds to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of 
praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and echo 
God's history of showing favour upon the people of 
Israel. Mary's Magnificat, in particular, echoes the 
song of praise offered by Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel. 
The Gospel for this day reminds us that Mary's 
Assumption into heaven is best understood with 
regard for the full spectrum of Catholic beliefs about 
the person of Christ and the person of Mary. Only 
Mary, who was born without stain of original sin—
the Immaculate Conception—could give birth to 
Christ, who is fully God and fully human. This is 
called the Immaculate Conception. Because of 
Mary's role in God's plan of salvation, she does not 
suffer from the effects of sin, which are death and 
decay. Mary is the first to receive the fullness of the 
redemption that her son has won for all of humanity. 
The Church, therefore, recognizes Mary as the sign 
of the salvation promised to all. 
Today's Gospel highlights Mary's faith. Mary's faith 
enabled her to recognize the work of God in her 
people's history and in her own life. Her openness to 
God allowed God to work through her so that 
salvation might come to all. Mary is a model and 
symbol of the Church. May we be like Mary, open 
and cooperative in God's plan of salvation. 
NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO CARFIN 
GROTTO 
This year’s procession will take place in the 
presence of the relics of St. Bernadette. Mass will be 
celebrated on Sunday 25th Septemeber at 3pm, with 
a torchlight procession at 6pm. There will be a week 
of other events surrounding the relics, details of 
which are on the notice board. 
  
200 CLUB   
Would those who pay into the 200 Club on a 6 
months’ basis please note that the next instalment is 
now due. Thank you. 
 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 
Are you thinking about being a Priest in 2022? 
The Diocese of Galloway is now inviting enquiries 
from those considering applying for seminary. 
For more information contact Fr. Martin Chambers 
at martinchambers@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
 
HOSPITAL VISITING 
The chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals will 
be pleased to visit patients on request. Chaplains are 
not automatically notified when a Catholic patient is 
admitted so self-referral is required.  
For general visiting contact: 
At Crosshouse,  Fr Stephen McGrattan at 
crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk   
or on 01563 521832. 
At Ayr, Deacon Robert Mackie at 
ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk  
or on 07703 751403.  
For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain 
please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on 
call. 
 
FINALLY ……. JUST FOR A LAUGH 
At the weekly men’s marriage seminars, the priest 
asked Giuseppe, who said he was approaching his 
50th wedding anniversary, to take a few minutes and 
share some insight into how he had managed to stay 
married to the same woman all these years. 
Giuseppe replied to the assembled husbands, "Well, 
I've tried to treat her nicely, spend money on her and 
give her all she wants. But, best of all, I took her to 
Italy for our 25th anniversary!" 
The priest responded, "Giuseppe, you are an 
amazing inspiration to all the husbands here! Please 
tell us what you are planning for your wife for your 
50th anniversary?" 
Giuseppe proudly replied, " I gonna go pick her up."  

****** 
 

The children were lined up for lunch in the cafeteria 
of a Catholic school. At the head of the table was a 
large pile of apples. The nun made a note, and 
posted on the apple tray, "Take only one. God is 
watching."  
Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end 
of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip 
cookies. One child whispered to another, "Take all 
you want. God is watching the apples."  

mailto:crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


 

 

These advertisers support the production of this newsletter. 

Please give them your full support. 

 

GERRY McKENNA 

Plumbing & Heating 

  

24 hour service 

  

Gas Safe approved Installer 

(32016) 

Bathroom Specialist 

  

Central Heating Installers 

Free estimates 

  

Telephone: 07850 786035 

  

 

 

Advertise your business 
here for £100 per year. 

 
Our newsletters are 

emailed to recipients, 
printed for collection, 

published on our website 
and on our Facebook page 

each week. 
 

Our circulation is 
extensive. 

  

BONNYTON 

FISH & CHIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

Fast, friendly service 
 

 

5 Bonnyton Place, 

Kilmarnock 

Tel: 01563 550497 

 
 

KEVIN T. BLADES 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

 

166 High St. 
Irvine 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

01294 313402 
 

Funerals from £1560 
 

Modern  
Mercedes Benz fleet 

Irvine Memorials 
Monumental Sculptures 

Headstone sales & Installation 

Small memorials, plaques & vases 

Additional inscriptions to existing 
headstones 

Re-erection & refurbishment of 
headstones 

Processing of permits and 
paperwork 

 
Craig MacDonald 

Tel: 01294 215 990 
Mob: 07563 335025 
Email: irvinememorials@gmail.com 
www.irvinememorials.com 
Caring, sensitive & professional 
service. 

17 Macadam Place,  
South Newmoor Industrial Estate 

Irvine KA11 4HP  

SAFEGUARDING 
All components of the Catholic 
Church in Scotland, especially 
those in positions of leadership 
and responsibility, value the lives, 
wholeness, safety and well-being 
of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. We 
seek to uphold the highest 
safeguarding standards in our 
relationships with people of all 
ages who are involved in whatever 
capacity with the Church and its 
organisations. And therefore, as a 
Church community, we accept that 
it is the responsibility of all of us - 
ordained, professed, employed and 
voluntary members - to work 
together to protect children and 
vulnerable adults from abuse or 
harm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday evening in 
the Church Hall 

Eyes down 7.30 

Give this worthwhile social 
event your support please! 

 
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 

The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their personal information. 
Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the 
administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information 
with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-
and-gdpr 

Baptism: 
 

Please contact Father Boyd.  
 

Weddings: 
 

Congratulations on your engagement! A minimum of six months advanced planning and 
preparation is required. Please contact Father Willie Boyd for more information.  

 

Holy Communion to the Sick or Housebound: 
 

Please inform us if someone is needing Holy Communion at home, or wishes to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick. Thank you! 

Hall Bookings 
 

Would you like to 
book the hall for that 
special function? Want 
to book a room for a 
meeting? 
 

Contact Susan McCullagh 
on 07534 626621 

Crosshouse Deacon 

Rev Bill Corbett 

01292 521208 

• Outside catering & Events 

• Special occasions, weddings  

• Marquee hire 

• Family gatherings 

• Private Chef 

Please contact Kevin Macgillivray 
email: velvetcuisine@outlook.com 
Tel:     07762-795097. 

 

@velvetcuisinescotland 

mailto:irvinememorials@gmail.com
http://www.irvinememorials.com
mailto:velvetcuisine@outlook.com

